
 
302 S. Jackson Street, Media PA 19063 

610-565-0434 / info@mediafellowshiphouse.org 
www.MediaFellowshipHouse.org 

 
 

Delaware County First Time Homebuyer Program 
Administered by Media Fellowship House 

 
Dear First Time Homebuyer:  
 
Thank you for your inquiry regarding Delaware County's First Time Homebuyer Programs: Homeownership First 
and Revitalization Homeownership First. The purpose of these programs is to provide financial assistance to 
qualified low and moderate income families interested in purchasing their first home in specific areas of Delaware 
County. This financial assistance is designed to help with down payment and/or closing costs.  
 
To qualify for these programs:  
 

●​ You must be 18 years of age or older 
●​ Have not owned a property in the last 3 years (Displaced homemakers may still qualify) 
●​ Meet income requirements on attached chart 
●​ Have no more than $15,000 in assets 
●​ Have NOT signed an Agreement of Sale prior to completing group and individual counseling 
●​ Be available for initial and follow-up sessions with the housing counselor. At a minimum, these will occur 

every 3 months, but could be more frequent depending on your circumstances. 
●​ Provide at least $1,000 towards the purchase of your home 
●​ Only single family homes can be purchased with this assistance ( detached, twin, rowhouse, townhouse 

or condominium) 
●​ Purchase price must not exceed $290,000 
●​ You cannot purchase in Chester City, Haverford Township or Upper Darby Township 
●​ Total financial assistance will not exceed $10,000 

 
The differences between the two programs are:  
 
Homeownership First:  

●​ Must pay back the financial assistance upon sale or transfer of the property. 
●​ Homes must be purchased in the following communities: Aston, Bethel, Brookhaven, Chadds Ford, 

Chester Heights, Concord, Edgmont, Marple, Media, Middletown, Nether Providence, Newtown, Radnor, 
Rose Valley, Springfield, Swarthmore, Thornbury, Upper Chichester and Upper Providence. 
 

Revitalization Homeownership First Program:  
●​ Financial assistance does not have to be paid back if you live in the house for 5 years. 
●​ Homes must be purchased in the following communities: Aldan, Chester Township, Clifton Heights, 

Collingdale, Colwyn, Darby, East Lansdowne, Eddystone, Folcroft, Glenolden, Lansdowne, Lower 
Chichester, Marcus Hook, Millbourne, Morton, Norwood, Parkside, Prospect Park, Ridley Township, 
Ridley Park, Rutledge, Sharon Hill, Tinicum, Trainer, Upland and Yeadon. 

 
If you are interested in either program and meet the qualification requirements listed above, please complete and 
return the enclosed application and the required documents.  
 
Use only ONE (1) application for each program and we'll contact you after receiving it.  
DO NOT FAX the application and only send us COPIES of the required documents.  

 



 
DELAWARE COUNTY 

HOMEOWNERSHIP FIRST REVITALIZATION PROGRAM MEDIA FELLOWSHIP HOUSE  
IMPORTANT DISCLAIMERS  

 
Lead Based Paint: 
Due to Lead Based Paint Hazard regulations, the Delaware County Homeownership First Revitalization 
Program can not accept properties that have deteriorated interior or exterior painted surfaces. The 
regulations define deteriorated paint as "any interior or exterior or other coating that is peeling, 
chipping, chalking, or any paint or coating located on an interior or exterior surface or fixture that is 
otherwise damaged or separated from the substrate."  
 
These regulations have serious ramifications for all Delaware County Homeownership First applicants 
and clients. If your selected property (with an MFH approved Agreement of Sale) fails item 11. Lead 
Based Paint on the HQS inspection form, it will no longer be considered an eligible property for the 
program. You will need to begin shopping for another home. You will not be reimbursed for the cost of 
the initial home inspection. If, in spite of the LBP regulation, you elect to purchase the failing property, 
you will forfeit any and all financial assistance from the Delaware County Homeownership First 
Revitalization Program.  
 
Funding:  
Funding for the program is limited. Funds will be made available on a first-come, first served basis until 
all funds are exhausted  
 
2025 Income Limits:  
To qualify for either program, your current household income may not exceed 80% of the Median 
Family Income (MFI) for the area. Remember that household income includes the income of all 
household members, at least 18 years old, who will be residing in the new property. The MAXIMUM 
gross annual income limits are as follows:  
 

Household Size  Maximum Annual Income Limit 

1 $66,850 

2 $76,400 

3 $85,950 

4 $95,500 

5 $103,150 

6 $110,800 

7 $118,450 

8 $126,100 
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 DELAWARE COUNTY  
HOMEOWNERSHIP FIRST PROGRAM 

 

 
Purpose:   To provide homeownership opportunities to first time homebuyers in Delaware 

County through pre and post purchase homeownership counseling, as well as, 
downpayment and closing cost assistance. 

 
Eligible Homebuyers:  Low- and moderate-income first-time homebuyers, purchasing a home in 

Delaware County.  A first-time homebuyer is someone who has not owned a 
home in the last three (3) years or is a displaced homemaker. Homebuyers are 
only eligible for funds through the Homeownership First Program once. 

 
Eligible Properties:  Single family, residential, owner-occupied houses (detached, twin, rowhouse, 

townhouse or apt. condominium) which are in compliance with County housing 
quality standards.  Renter occupied properties, duplexes and properties that are 
located in and pay property taxes to Chester City, Haverford Township or Upper 
Darby Township are not eligible. 

 
Homebuyer Assistance: Each applicant will be evaluated based upon income, credit history, and 

available assets.  Total assistance will not exceed $10,000 and may be used for 
down-payment and/or closing costs.   

 
Terms of Assistance:  0% interest loan that is repayable upon sale or transfer of the property or if the 

loan is refinanced for debt consolidation. The loan may be subordinated if 
refinanced for a lower interest rate. Loans that are made in County designated 
Revitalization Areas are forgiven if the homeowner remains in the home for 5 
years.  

 
Primary Lenders:  Applicants are required to secure a first mortgage.  Local banks or mortgage 

companies will be encouraged to offer discounted interest rates and fees for 
first time buyers.  First mortgages must be 30-year fixed, at or below market 
interest rate, with no more than three (3) points charged and have a minimum 
90% loan to value ratio.  Applicant maybe eligible to use rehabilitation mortgage 
loan programs. 

 
Minimum Contribution: A minimum of $1,000 toward the purchase of the home must come from the 

borrower. Typically, lenders will require at least 3.5% of the sales price from the 
borrower's savings. A borrower’s liquid assets at the time of application and 
after settlement, excluding retirement funds, may not exceed $15,000. 

 
Additional Requirements: Eight hours of group homeownership counseling and at least one individual 

counseling session are mandatory.  A Certificate of Achievement for the 
successful completion of the homeownership counseling will be issued once the 
client establishes good credit and completes their Action Plan.  

 
Maximum Sale Price:  $290,000 
 
Contact:   Chester Community Improvement Project (610) 876-8663 

Media Fellowship House   (610) 565-0434 
Affordable Housing Centers of PA  (215) 765-1221 



 
APPLICATION CHECKLIST  

To review your application, certain documents need to be submitted to Media Fellowship House for evaluation. 
Before submitting your application, please be sure to include the following documents:  

​ Current preapproval from a lender (if applicable to your situation)  

​ Eight (8) most recent, consecutive pay stubs for all household members, 18 years & older, who will reside 

in the new property. 

​ Six (6) months current banks statements (all pages) for all accounts for all household members, 18 years 

& older, who will reside in the new property. No summaries.  

​ Most recent statements for all retirement and investment accounts.  

​ Two (2) most recent Federal Tax returns (1040s) and all Schedules for all household  members, 18 years 

& older, who will reside in the new property. AND  

​ All w2s and 1099s for the submitted Federal Tax returns for all household members, 18 years & older, 

who will reside in the new property. OR  

​ If you do not have this paperwork or did not file for the past two years, please request documents from the 

IRS at www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript for each household member 18 years & older who filed, 

please request for each year:  

●​ Tax Return Transcript 

●​ Wage & Income Transcript 

​ For each household member 18 years & older who did not file, please request for each year:  

●​ A non-filing letter 

​ Documentation of any other sources of income (Social Security, Child Support, Pensions, etc.) for all 

household members, 18 years & older, who will reside in the new property. 

​ Copy of Driver's License or picture ID for all household members, 18 years & older 

​ Copy of Social Security Card for all household members.  

​ Signed Qualification Form (included within application)  

​ Signed Certification Form (included within application)  

​ Signed Counseling Agreement (included within application)  

​ Signed Lead Based Paint Notice (included within application)  

​ Signed 3-in-1 Form (included within application)  

​ Signed Equal Housing Opportunity Form (included within application)  

​ Signed Termination of Assistance Policy (included within application)  

​ Completed "Are you Ready to be a Homeowner?" (included within application)  

​ Signed "For Your Protection get a Home Inspection" (included within application)  

 
DO NOT send originals. SUBMIT A COPY of all requested documents.  

Your application will not be processed until all required documents have been sent to Media 
Fellowship House.  
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Delaware County Homeownership First Revitalization Program: Media Fellowship House 

Qualification Form: Employment Information 

APPLICANT: CO-APPLICANT: 

How many jobs do you have? How many jobs do you have? 

Applicant Employer #1 Co-Applicant Employer #1 

Employer Name: Employer Name: 

Employer Phone Number: Employer Phone Number: 

Employer Address: Employer Address: 

Job Title: Job Title: 

Start Date: I o Part Time D Full Time Start Date: I o Part Time D Full Time

Years with Current Employer: Years with Current Employer: 

Type of Position: Type of Position: 

Years in Profession: Years in Profession: 

Type of Business: Type of Business: 

Applicant Employer #2 Co-Applicant Employer #2 

Employer Name: Employer Name: 

Employer Phone Number: Employer Phone Number: 

Employer Address: Employer Address: 

Job Title: Job Title: 

Start Date: I o Part Time o Full Time Start Date: I o Part Time □ Full Time

Years with Current Employer: Years with Current Employer: 

Type of Position: Type of Position: 

Years in Profession: Years in Profession: 

Type of Business: Type of Business: 

Applicant Self Employment Co-Applicant Self Employment 

Do you have any self employment income? □ Yes □ No Do you have any self employment income? □ Yes □ No

What type of business is the income from? What type of business is the income from? 

How long have you had this business? How long have you had this business? 
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Bankruptcy Applicant Co-Applicant 
Have you ever filed bankruptcy? □ Yes □ No □ Yes □ No
Chapter 7 or Chapter 13? 
When? 
Has the bankruptcy been discharged? □ Yes □ No □ Yes □ No

Expenses Monthly 
Payment Expenses Monthly 

Payment Expenses Monthly 
Payment

Rent Groceries Alimony payments 
Renter Insurance Cleaning Supplies Child Support payments 
Storage Unit Eating Out  $ to family/friends 
Gas & Electric School Lunches Alcohol 
Water & Sewer Clothing Gambling/Lottery Tickets 
Trash/Recycling Laundromat Bank Charges/Fees 
Heating Oil Dry Cleaning IRS pmt (income taxes) 
Lawn Care Hair Cuts Court Costs/Fines 
Cell Phone Toiletries Retirement deductions 
Home Security Manicure/Pedicure Health Saving deductions 
Landline Massages Life Insurance 
Internet Prescriptions/Co-Pays Medical Insurance 
Cable/Streaming Religious/Charity # of Student Loans:____ 

Total Min. pmt. (all loans) Car Payment 1 Entertainment 
Car Payment 2 Gym Membership # of Credit Cards:____  

Total min. pmt. (all cards) Auto Insurance Day Care/Babysitter 
Fuel/gas Vacation # of Installment Loans:__  

Total min. pmt. (all loans) Car Repair Hobbies 
Toll Roads Presents # of Personal Loans:____ 

Total min. pmt. (all loans) Parking Pets 
Bus/Taxi/Uber Children’s Activities Other: 
Union Dues Allowance Other: 
Uniforms/Tools Tuition Other: 
Coffee App Purchases Other: 
Tobacco Family/School Pictures Other: 
Formula/Diapers School/Sport 

Fundraisers Other: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant Name Applicant Signature  Date 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Co-Applicant Name  Co-Applicant Signature   Date
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