
Living Water

Holy God, whose Spirit hovered over the waters at the beginning, we gather as part
of your community of all creation, thirsty for your grace. We give thanks for the gift
of water, the veins of our common home, that sustains the cedar and the whale, the
pasture and the city. We are grateful for the local waters that nourish our
homelands and our fellow creatures. We give thanks that in your well-watered
garden, every drop is a sacred testament to your love.

Yet, we confess that we have treated this gift as a mere commodity. We have
choked the seas with our waste and watched the warming tides rise in judgment.
We lament the cracked earth of the drought-stricken and the salty tears of the
climate refugee. Melt our frozen hearts, O God, and let the waters of repentance
flow.

Lord of all Life, you promised that wherever the river flows, everything shall live.
Stir in us a calling to care for the waters — to protect the watershed, defend the
rights of water, and honor the dignity of the thirsty. May your Word be a spring
within us, gushing forth for the healing of the nations.

May God our Father who brought water from the rock sustain us in the desert. May
Christ our Lord who is Living Water refresh us for the work of restoration. And may
the Holy Spirit carry us on currents of grace until justice rolls down like waters and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. Amen.
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	INTRODUCTION
	Welcome!
	Welcome to this year’s Season of Creation. Thank you for bringing your community together for this special season of ecumenical solidarity.
	Each year from September 1 to October 4, the Christian family unites for this worldwide celebration of prayer and action to protect our common home. It is a special season where we celebrate God as Creator, and acknowledge Creation as the divine continuing act that summons us as collaborators to love and care for the gift of all that is created. As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a common call to care for Creation. We are co-creatures and part of all that God has made. Our well-being is interwoven with the well-being of the Earth.
	We rejoice in this opportunity to safeguard our common home and all beings who share it with us. This year, the theme for the Season is “Living Water.”
	This guide will help you learn about and plan for this season. It includes ideas for prayer, including an ecumenical prayer service (page 19) and ways to incorporate and reflect on this year’s theme and symbol.
	More resources, including webinars and prayer services, sample promotional materials, and the official Season of Creation social media channels, are available online. Please visit SeasonOfCreation.org to access all the materials.
	We look forward to praying, celebrating, and advocating together in hope and action with Creation this Season!
	In Christ,
	Season of Creation Ecumenical Steering Committee Members


	ECUMENICAL FAITH LEADERS INVITATION
	“We cannot and should not hope to address climate change without working closely with one another. As we have repeatedly stated, ‘we are all in the same boat.’ Creation care is a collective mandate and responsibility.”
	His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Bartholomew, Holy Orthodox Church Photo credits: Nicholas Papachristou
	“In the Season of Creation, we turn again to Christ, through whom all things were made and in whom all things hold together. In his incarnation, death, and resurrection, God’s love is revealed not only for humanity but for the whole created order. To care for creation is therefore an essential expression of Christian discipleship and an integral mark of the Church’s mission: to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and to sustain and renew the life of the earth. As we follow Christ, we are called to share in his reconciling work, seeking justice, healing, and hope for the earth and for all who dwell within it.”
	The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Dame Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury Photo credits: Lambeth Palace Comms team

	“Let's clean up every river and finally the seas. Let's campaign to uncover every stream and river in our cities. Let's integrate the rivers back into the urban space and plant trees beside them. Let's enjoy the peace, healing and tranquility they will bring. God made them all to be living waters.”
	Rev. Dr. Reynaldo Ferreira Leão Neto (Léo), General Secretary of the World Methodist Council
	“Ezekiel's vision of 'Living Water' invites us to see God's life-giving grace and sacramental presence flowing into places of desolation, renewing both creation and human community. In a world facing a severe ecological crisis, this river becomes a call to repent from systems that exploit land, water, and vulnerable peoples. Creation is not a commodity but a communion of interdependent life entrusted to our care. The witness of women theologians and faith actors on the frontlines of ecological crisis deepens this vision by naming how environmental destruction is intertwined with harm that falls hardest on women and girls. We recognize the unjust burdens many still carry in their daily struggle for water, health and survival. At the same time, we honour women’s wisdom, agency, and resilience in protecting water and life. The Lutheran World Federation affirms that justice for creation cannot be separated from justice for people, especially those most impacted by climate change. The Season of Creation invites us to let God's living water reshape our communities into spaces of healing, equity, and hope, both tangible and eternal.”
	Rev. Dr. Anne Burghardt, General Secretary of The Lutheran World Federation Photo credits: Albin Hillert

	“We must shift away from fossil fuels and move towards renewable energy in a fair and organised way. Our faith calls us to support vulnerable communities who are most affected by the climate crisis.”
	Rudelmar Bueno de Faria, ACT Alliance General Secretary Photo credits: ACT Alliance

	“Ezekiel’s vision of Living Water, chosen as the Season of Creation theme this year, is not one of despair but of hope for all creation. Even the Dead Sea — a symbol of a devastated ecosystem such as we see today – is healed by the Living Water. This prophetic hope resonates deeply with a key goal of the Ecumenical Decade of Climate Justice Action which has a thematic focus on climate and biodiversity in 2026: to inspire ecological metanoia and faith-rooted actions for ecological restoration as part of our common Pilgrimage of Justice, Reconciliation, and Unity.”
	Rev. Prof. Jerry Pillay, World Council of Churches General Secretary Photo credits: Albin Hillert

	“The Good Friday hymn proclaims, "Today He who hung the earth upon the waters was hung upon the cross," alluding to the primacy of water over all other elements of nature during creation. Furthermore, the incarnate Lord declared, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." He was baptized in the Jordan River, an act we consider foundational to the doctrine of salvation. Modern science doesn't adequately address water, its importance, and its critical role in life. Consequently, we find people treating water with alarming and boundless negligence. Water, the essential element of life, must be preserved, protected, and used wisely, as global warming could render it scarce. Water-related topics must be integrated into school curricula and public awareness campaigns to cultivate citizens who are concerned about the future of humanity through their concern for water.”
	Prof. Michel Abs, Middle East Council of Churches General Secretary Photo credits: MECC

	“The Season of Creation offers a vital invitation to the global Church to rightly apprehend, and faithfully respond to, God’s lovingly and intricately fashioned gift of creation—upon which all creatures, including humanity, depend for life. As Evangelicals, we affirm that “the earth is the Lord’s,” entrusted to our care, and that faithful discipleship includes receiving and enjoying the fruit of creation without diminishing its fruitfulness—relating to creation with wisdom, humility, and other Christian virtues. The Season of Creation, therefore, offers an opportunity to participate personally in the full reality of the Gospel and to become agents of God’s renewing work—embracing both personal salvation and the restoration of all creation under the lordship of Christ.”
	Rev. Botrus Mansour, World Evangelical Alliance General Secretary Photo credits: WEA

	“In the prophetic vision of Ezekiel, where living water flows from the sanctuary to renew the earth, we encounter God’s enduring promise of healing, justice, and the restoration of all creation. This vision speaks powerfully into our present reality marked by ecological devastation, extractive economies, and the deepening suffering of vulnerable communities, particularly in the Global South. Yet, even in contexts where death-dealing systems seem to prevail, the river of God’s life continues to flow, bringing renewal to the land, restoring dignity to peoples, and awakening hope for a transformed future. This is a missional calling to all to participate in God’s work of nurturing life-flourishing communities grounded in justice, shared abundance, and ecological integrity. In this Season of Creation, the church is called to join the life-giving movement of God to resist all forces that deny life, to protect the sacred gift of creation, and to nurture a just and sustainable future where all may live in dignity and fullness.”
	Rev. Dr Jooseop Keum, Council of World Mission (Reformed Church) General Secretary Photo credits: Dileep Kumar Kandula

	SEASON OF CREATION 2026 THEME AND SYMBOL
	1. Text, Theme and Symbol
	2. Historical Context of Ezekiel 47:9,12
	3.Theological Overview: Ezekiel 47:1-12
	3.1 Living Water: Water as Life
	3.2 From Sacrifice in the Temple towards God’s Water of Life

	5. Water between Crisis and Hope
	5.1 The current Water Crisis
	5.2 Hope from Faith and Action

	6. Immersion in Living Water : Repentance and Healing
	7. Call to Action

	Water pollution: We are called both to refrain from and to denounce harmful pollution, while at the same time urging governments, local authorities, industry, and agriculture to act responsibly and protect water sources.
	Water and sanitation: Many of our brothers and sisters still lack regular access to safe drinking water and sanitation. Therefore, we must act so that households, schools, healthcare facilities, and places of worship — including churches and parishes — have access to clean water and proper sanitation.
	Environmental education: Parents, catechists, clergy, and faith communities are thus called to foster a holistic care for creation — human and non-human alike — drawing not only on technical knowledge, but also on relationships, ethics, and spiritual formation.
	Drawing spiritual inspiration from Creation: Through contemplation of the natural world created by God (Job 7–12), we are invited to move from domination to humility, from exploitation to care, and from short-term profit to long-term flourishing. This transformation is both spiritual and practical, requiring a rethinking of values, economic systems, and educational priorities.
	Tree growing: Many churches now link tree planting to key moments of faith such as baptism, confirmation, and funerals. Let tree growing become an integral part of our spiritual lives. Trees absorb carbon pollution, prevent erosion, reduce flooding, provide food and medicine, and cool urban environments — they truly bring healing to the nations.
	Caring for our oceans — our “Blue Lung” — which face rising threats from waste discharge, overfishing, pollution, and deep-sea mining. Life and biodiversity beneath the waves must not be treated as out of sight and out of mind. May educators help our communities see and value these marine worlds. May government leaders act with courage to protect marine biomes and livelihoods. And may we choose guardianship that keeps the Blue Lung breathing for generations.
	Ecosystem and biodiversity restoration and protection: We are called to restore land in our churches, homes, and communities. There are many initiatives which we can engage with : a Decade of Climate justice has been declared by both the World Council of Churches and the World Council of Reformed Churches ; there are online platforms such as Laudato si’ Action Platform, Anglican Communion Forest and national programmes such as Green Church - Eglise Verte or Eco Church - A Rocha International
	Let us overcome our fear and step into the water of God’s love - to be part of the River of Transformation for the world, to see the literal healing and renewal of creation and the blessing of the Earth.
	SEASON OF CREATION 2026 PRAYER
	Living Water
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	ECUMENICAL
	PRAYER SERVICE
	Welcome and opening word
	Call to worship
	Thanksgiving for the Waters

	Lament
	Absolution
	Responsive Psalm 65: 5-13

	Scripture Readings
	First Reading: Ezekiel 47:9-12
	Second Reading: Revelation 22:1-7
	Third Reading – John 7:37-39

	Preaching or Participatory Reflection
	An Affirmation of Faith
	Offering Prayer
	Intercessory Prayers
	Reader: We pray for places where plastics, toxins, and oil spills blacken creeks and wetlands, for communities whose fishing waters are contaminated and whose children drink from polluted streams.
	(Pause for petitions, naming local creeks, wetlands or contaminated places)
	Heal what has been poisoned. Bring justice where profit has silenced truth.

	All: Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for food and leaves for healing.
	Reader: We pray for all rivers dammed without the consent of the vulnerable; for farmers whose soil dries seasonal flood; for indigenous peoples whose sacred waters are engineered for distant cities and data centers; for the suffering of communities whose livelihoods are stolen by corporate greed, and whose health is sacrificed for global consumption.
	(Pause for petitions naming local rivers, farmlands and affected peoples)
	Free what has been unjustly controlled. Let rivers flow again with dignity and life.

	All: Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for food and leaves for healing.
	Reader: We pray for oceans burdened by plastic and chemical waste; for coral reefs bleached by warming seas; for great whales navigating through labyrinths of nylon and ghost nets; for the microscopic life, the plankton and the krill, now mingling with the invisible dust of synthetic waste; for the rivers that carry our runoff — the fertilizers, the dyes, and the heavy metals.
	(Pause for petitions naming nearest oceans and those around the globe)
	Turn our guilt into grace and our apathy into action. Make us a people who live justly and bring healing to every shore and stream.

	All: Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for food and leaves for healing.
	Reader: We pray for communities where rising seas claim communities and ancestral lands, where saltwater invades freshwater wells, where graves are washed away with memory and belonging; for those who have contributed least to climate change, yet suffer first and most.
	(Pause for petitions)
	Hold them in dignity and strengthen global resolve for justice.

	All: Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for food and leaves for healing.
	Reader: We pray for informal settlements and rural villages where taps run dry or water is unsafe to drink; for children walking miles to collect water or women burdened by scarcity; for those whose sickness is caused by contaminated supply.
	(Pause for petitions)
	We pray for those whose lives are closely intertwined with water - coastal peoples, fisherfolk, marine biologists, water engineers - who can teach us wise ways to live with water. We pray for people to be moved to action and use their inherent or entrusted power to create change. Stir governments, corporations, and communities to protect and share water justly.

	All: Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for food and leaves for healing.
	(Methodist Church of Southern Africa)
	Leader: Convert our hearts, O God.
	Where we have treated water as a commodity, teach us to receive it as a sacred gift.
	Where we have consumed without thought, teach us simplicity.
	Where we have used water without reverence, teach us to protect it as a gift entrusted to every generation and honour water as a source of life for all.
	Where we have been silent and tolerant of injustice make us courageous protectors of rivers, defenders of seas, and companions to those who suffer water injustice until justice and mercy flows like the river of life.

	All: Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for food and leaves for healing.
	Alternative or additional prayer
	You who hold all of creation in your womb and spring us forward onto the Earth at birth. Spirit of Tides, remind us of the rise and fall of your rhythms so that I may discover them deep within my own being. Spirit of Greenness, bring moistness and vigour to my life so that I might savour the experience of your energy moving through me out into the world. Blessings of water be upon me.
	The Lord’s Prayer
	Blessing of the Waters
	Final Blessing and Sending

	IDEAS FOR CELEBRATING THE SEASON OF CREATION AND WAYS TO LIVE OUT THE SYMBOL
	Special Moments to Celebrate the Season
	Planning Meeting to introduce the Theme and Symbol
	Activities
	Contemplation along a body of water
	Prayer service along a river (see above the Celebration Guide Prayer service)

	IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCES with the Vulnerable and Poor,
	the Human Face of the Climate Crisis
	Immersive experiences with a community
	Bowl of Water
	Commemorating witnesses of faith and justice with most vulnerable
	Let your heart be touched by documentaries and stories

	SENDING OUT : Blessing with the Living Water

	Crafts
	The Living Water flowing
	The River of Living Water growing during the Season of Creation
	Week One (The tears of creation): Craft - prepare a brown cloth and decorations of dead plants for the altar. During the service the ‘bowl of tears’ exercise is held - either people write on small pieces of paper environmental issues that break their hearts and place them in the bowl - or they put their hands into the bowl of water - the tears of creation.
	Week Two (Small drops of hope): Craft - Small strips of blue cloth or paper are prepared - they are laid onto the brown cloth as a symbol of hope. Our hopes can be written on other strips like prayer ribbons and hung up.
	Bring the Living Water flowing in the Community Garden

	Additional Ideas to celebrate the Season
	Suggestions for the Liturgy
	Hold Some of Your Activities Outdoors
	(See link 2023 Ecumenical Prayer Vigil with Faith Leaders in Saint Peter's Square)
	Coordinate Local Education and Sustainability Activities
	Youth and Children’s Activities

	Share your experience
	Photos and Videos
	📸 Guidelines for Sharing:

	Liturgical Resources
	Social Media and Blogs
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	ADVOCACY
	“Water is Life”
	Local Community Advocacy
	Dialogue on National or Global Water Justice
	Campaign to protect local Rivers, Wetlands, Oceans
	Digital advocacy campaign #SeasonofCreation
	Biblical Resources on Water Justice
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