
Resurfacing High Pressure Laminates with KYDEX® Thermoplastic Sheet 

Customer Collaboration
6685 Low St, Bloomsburg, PA 17815 USA 
Phone: 800.325.3133, +1.570.389.5810  
Email: info@kydex.com

appLab™ 
Phone: 800.682.8758   
Email: applab@kydex.com

kydex.com 

Revised 13 March 2020  PAGE 1

Technical Brief TB 154

|   © 2020 SEKISUI KYDEX, LLC. All rights reserved. KYDEX is a registered trademark of SEKISUI KYDEX, LLC.

INTRODUCTION High pressure laminated (HPL) counters, shelving, fixtures, etc may be resurfaced with KYDEX® sheet, which can 
be installed directly onto an existing laminate that is not loose or damaged. The following steps are suggestions to 
help assure satisfactory performance when resurfacing preexisting HPL flat surfaces. Do not attempt to resurface 
formed parts  or items having rounded edges.

PRECAUTIONS Examine the item closely for loose or poorly bonded laminate and repair where needed. KYDEX® sheet should only 
be applied to a clean substrate or a well-bonded laminate.

Determine the proper order for applying the laminate edges, face, etc. Trim the substrate as required prior to 
applying the new laminate. Be certain  to allow for the additional thickness of the KYDEX® sheet to be applied, if 
needed. 

PREPARATION Make sure that the KYDEX® sheet and the substrate have been at room temperature (approximately 21°C or 70°F) 
for at least 48 hours prior to laminating. This will help to reduce the possibility of buckling and will help reduce the 
stress on the glue line. 

Clean the HPL with a strong detergent or non-flammable solvent to remove any wax, grease, and polish deposits. 
Clean the HPL thoroughly prior to sanding so that they do not contaminate the top during sanding. Make sure the 
KYDEX® sheet is free of debris as well. 

Completely sand the surface to remove the original finish. It is not necessary to sand off the color or pattern. 

Formica® recommends using a belt sander, which is the best option, but if a belt sander is not practical, hand 
sanding the surface with 180 or 220 grit sandpaper should result in adequate surface preparation. Be sure to 
remove all of the sheen off the surface of the HPL. After sanding, remove sanding dust with a vacuum and tack 
cloth.
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ADHESIVE AND 
ASSEMBLY

Coat the sanded surface and the back of the KYDEX® sheet with a uniform coating of contact adhesive.  Allow 
drying thoroughly prior to assembling. We recommend 3M 2262 but a similar solvent-based adhesive should work  
equally well.

Note: Assembling wet adhesive lines could trap solvent and may result in a poor bond. Follow the adhesive 
manufacturer’s recommendations. Do not use water-based adhesives.

It’s easiest to lay wooden dowel rods or strips of lath every 152.40mm - 304.80mm (6” - 12”) along the existing 
HPL substrate. Place the KYDEX® sheet on top of the rods and make sure it is aligned properly. Once it touches 
the surface, it cannot be repositioned. 

One by one remove the wood pieces and press the KYDEX® sheet into position. Use sweeping motions from the 
center of the surface outward to prevent bubbles from forming. Once all the wood pieces have been removed, 
apply firm, even pressure all over the surface with a hand roller.  Apply extra pressure near the edges.

When applying KYDEX® sheet to vertical surfaces, one can usually position the glued sheets without using wooden 
strips. Simply index the KYDEX® sheet to one corner and slowly position the sheet across the entire surface. Use 
extreme care when laying the sheets. A general rule for contact adhesives is that 50 percent to 75 percent of the 
bonding strength is present in the first contact. 

The wooden strips could also be used in the same fashion as the flat surface, just make sure there is enough room 
to remove the strips. This helps to line up the edges if the KYDEX® sheet was cut to an exact size. Simply line up 
the edges, remove the strips one by one, and press the KYDEX® sheet into place. Having more than one person 
during installation would be helpful. 

Continue by smoothing the sheet from the center outward to remove any remaining air bubbles. Then finish by 
using the hand roller and trim if needed. Thin KYDEX® sheet can usually be trimmed with just a utility knife.

Because we cannot anticipate or control the many different conditions under which this information and our products may be used, we do not guarantee the applicability of the accuracy of 
this information or the suitability of our products in any given situation. Users should conduct their own tests to determine the suitability of each product for their particular purposes. Data in 
the physical property table represents typical values and are to serve only as a guide for engineering design. Results are obtained from specimens under ideal laboratory conditions. Right to 
change physical properties as a result of technical progress is reserved. THE PRODUCTS DISCUSSED ARE SOLD WITHOUT WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR 
A PARTICULAR USE, EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN OUR STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE. Buyer assumes all responsibility for loss 
or damage arising from the handling and use of our products, whether done in accordance with directions or not. In no event shall the supplier or the manufacturer be liable for incidental or 
consequential damages.  Also, statements concerning the possible use of our products are not intended as recommendations to use our products in the infringement of any patent. Consult local 
code and regulatory agencies for specific requirements regarding code compliance, transporting, processing, recycling and disposal of our product. Product not intended for use as a heat resistant 
surface. Texture, product grade and other conditions may cause variations in appearance.

This information supersedes all previously published data.


